


 
City Mission Society hosted two talented  
seminarians over the summer: Allison Bovell, 
who will be continuing through the school year, 
and Charles “Chuck” Wynder. Allison worked 
primarily with the Youth Peace Empowerment 
program, leading the participants on service  
projects and taking responsibility for event  
evaluations and attendance data. Chuck  
used his skills as a trainer throughout the  
organization, speaking to BUO groups,  
providing a leadership seminar to YPE  
participants, and developing group-building 
resources for every program.  Although  
Chuck returns to the Episcopal Divinity  
School in the fall, he will continue to be  
a valued resource for CMS.
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Sizzling Summer for Y.P.E.
“The Summer of Peace 2011” took a rather  
different, and more career-oriented, turn compared 
to the previous five years.  Instead of focusing on 
simply creating recreational events for youth of 
Roxbury and Dorchester to enjoy, YPE Coordinator 
Rev. Annie L. Belmer, Associate Director Paul 
Baxter, and intern Allison Bovell created a more  
in-depth program. It still involved community 
events and gave the participants the chance  
to do service learning projects as a way  
of strengthening their job skills.

Eight high-schoolers and two college-aged  
supervisors were hired thanks to funds from 
the Boston Youth Fund, ABCD, and the Black 
Ministerial Alliance.  Participants worked at 
CMS 20-25 hours per week, organizing events 
and working at schools, shelters, and churches 
throughout the area.  Among the events was the 
basketball tournament, which was organized with 
the assistance of Paris Cherry, who was a CMS 
intern last summer.  YPE participants also worked 
on the Kick-Off and Peace Fest community  
barbecues and the Youth-Police Dialogs, in  
association with the YWCA.  Special thanks go 
out to Eliot Church of Roxbury, which hosted the 

dialogs and gave us shelter from the storm, saving 
the Kick-Off.  Likewise on the hottest day of the 
decade, the Roxbury YMCA let us move inside  
from Malcolm X Park, so no one fainted!

Planning is already underway for next year,  
where we hope to host even more participants  
in a structured job-readiness program that will 
benefit the young people and their community.  
Meanwhile plans for the YPE Leadership Program 
are well underway for the fall in an exciting new 
location, Hibernian Hall in Dudley Square!

Seminarians in the Summer 

To ensure that CMS 

programs continue  

to thrive, please  

send your donations 

by check or go to  

cmsboston.org 

to donate online. 

Contact CMS to  

make a bequest  

or memorial gift.

�V���City Councilor Tito Jackson 
visits YPE Summer Program.

YO
U

TH
 P

EA
CE

 E
M

PO
W

ER
M

EN
T



c m s b o s t o n . o r g

Youth Peacemakers in the City Shamus Brady

Clark Avenue Middle School

Branden Grimmet, President

The Fletcher School, Tufts University

Deborah Hodges-Pabon

MIT Microsystems Technology  

Laboratories

Rev. Reebee Kavich Girach

First Church Somerville, UCC

Mariah Maines

Breakthrough Cambridge

Anna Mancusi

Net Impact Board Fellow

Denise Moorehead

Third Sector New England

Diana Tilley Strange

Moderator, Metropolitan Boston Assoc.

Rev. Wendy Vander Hart

Metropolitan Boston Association, UCC

Rev. Ellis Washington

Grant African Methodist  

Episcopal Church

Rev. Albert Whitaker

American Diabetes Association

Board of Directors
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The Seminarians in the City program had a  
successful year, both in service and in funding. In 
December 2010, the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter 
Foundation informed us that they were refunding us  
at a level that was three times as high per year as their 
previous amount. This increase allows us to increase the 
number of participants from two to five in the coming 
school year. The increase also allows us to collaborate 
with other providers, which has long been a goal of  
the program.

In the coming year, the following students will  
take part in Seminarians in the City:

Allison Bovell, a student at Boston University School 
of Theology, has been a participant throughout the 
summer of 2011, working with Rev. Annie L. Belmer to 
run the YPE Summer Program. She will continue in this 
capacity through the school year, assisting with the YPE 
Leadership Program and working with Paul Baxter on 
planning and development tasks.  

Peter Johnston, also at Boston University, will be 
dividing his time between SITC and Hope Central 
Church in Jamaica Plain. We will work to create  
permanent links between Hope Central and the  

CMS Boston Urban Outreach program, encouraging 
opportunities for volunteerism.

Ami Dion is from Andover Newton Theological School.  
Ami will play a similar role to Peter’s by promoting  
volunteerism at Wollaston Congregational Church  
and neighboring churches in Quincy.

Ken Schmidt, from Andover Newton, will work in the 
CMS office with Carl McDonald. He will help Carl stay 
on top of the registration and evaluation demands of 
this growing program and will serve as the BUO liaison 
to Pilgrim Church in Dorchester.

Rebecca Hinds, also from Andover Newton,  
has considerable experience working on programs  
to help bring women out of poverty, and will  
assist Lynda Watson on the Homelessness  
Prevention Program.

In addition to their work tasks, the students will meet 
weekly with Paul for reading and reflection. They will 
have a monthly speaker on urban ministry topics, and 
complete the year by writing a paper about how this 
program has helped shape their future ministry.  
We feel thrilled and honored to be able to host  
such an interesting and capable group!

SITC Expands Number of Students and Sites

CMS Reaches Out to Advisors
This year CMS is implementing a series of Champion 
Sessions, where individuals are recruited and invited  
to serve the organization as Champions. These  
individuals will work with CMS  to help ensure its 
viability and visibility in the community. Champions  
are knowledgeable about and supportive of the  
agency’s mission, programs and services. Champions 
can be former board members, leaders in business,  
government, education, philanthropy, faith  
communities, and individuals that reside in the  
neighborhoods we serve. It is our hope that our 
Champions will become ambassadors equipped  
to discuss the organization with peers and friends  
and invite others to join in our mission of uniting  
communities and transforming individuals. 

In May we kicked off our first Champion Session with a 
meeting about the Youth Peace Empowerment and 
Leadership program. In this meeting our Champions 

joined CMS staff in a discussion about solutions to  
different funding and programmatic challenges around 
the youth program, and we’re already putting some  
of their suggestions into action! We extend a huge 
thank you to our 2011 YPE Champions!

2011 YPE Champions: 
• Tony Bennis 
• Ray Blount 
• Kendale Edwards 
• Karen Fritz 
• Wanda Getchell 
• Maxwell Olmstead 
• Patrick O’Reilly 
• Reginald Pittman 
• Jane Watt
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Y.P.E. Leadership Program
October 2011- May 2012
CMS Program Center (Hibernian Hall)
184 Dudley Street, Roxbury

Great American Book Drive
November 5, 2011
The Non-Profit Center
89 South Street, Boston

Coat Boston 
November 19, 2011
Russell Elementary School 
750 Columbia Road, Dorchester

Annual Christmas Shop
December 4, 2011
December 10-11, 2011
December 17-18, 2011
First Congregational Church
21 Church Street, Winchester

MLK Day of Service and Learning
January 14, 2011
United Parish
210 Harvard St., Brookline
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Rev. June R. Davis Cooper		  Executive Director

Paul Baxter, Ph.D.			   Associate Director

Brian Donnell			   Director, Administration and Finance

Carl McDonald			   Director, Boston Urban Outreach	

Lynda Watson			   Director, Homelessness Prevention	

Rev. Annie L. Belmer			  Youth Peace Outreach Coordinator

James Adams			   Interim Office Administrator

Rebecca Moryl			   Development Consultant	

Carol Gracia, Bob Gracia		  Office Volunteers

Interns: 

Allison Bovell			   Boston University School of Theology 

Charles Wynder			   Episcopal Divinity School

City Mission Society of Boston
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To ensure that CMS programs continue to thrive, please  
send your donations by check or go to cmsboston.org  
to donate online.

City Mission Society of Boston
14 Beacon Street, Suite 203

Boston, MA 02108

617-742-6830  •  FAX 617-742-8470

cmsboston.org	

Current Resident or


